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Why did Thomas have to look to Amerilca for the one big thing in
his 1ife? Why, 1th all the accomplishments and capabllities of the
gngllish, muat it heve been an Amerilean who lad him from obacure
medioerity to outstanding achievement? Why 1s it that Ameries and not
Burops has led all mankind these one hundred and fifty years since
Thomas was born?

In ordsr to answer =zuch a question, we must go back twanty

five hundred years, to ths times of Hebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,

de must go back to a partieular night when ¥ebuchadnezzar nwoke from

a troubled sleep and commanded & servant to bring to his bedside all
the wisemen of the kingdoms This request was hurriedly complied with
and when the wise men, dressed in thelr myst le robes, stood beside hir,
Nebuchadnezzar told them that he hod hed a dresm and hea had brought
them to his slde to give him not only the drean but the interprestation
Eharanr.itﬂu then Informed them that if they fniled their lives would

e forfeit.

The wisemen then told their king that they would gladly give
the interpretation of the dre-m, but that he would first have %o tell
them what the dream was about. This -ade the king vary engry, as hea
had forgotten the dream and eould not tell them. He could only
remember that he had been very frigttened by it end that he was con-
vinced beyond any doubt that it had great meaning., When the wisemen
again Informed him that they eould net interpret a dream vhich ecould
not sven bes related to them, the king ordered his servants to imprison
them and on the morrow put them all to death, Ve then added that any
other wisemen in the kingdom be put to death with them,

Thls last command spplied to thae frnphet Danlel since he was
considered to be one of thes wise men of the kingdor, When the servant
zarme to him to tell him that he was to dis for & matter about which he
knew nothing, Danlel demanded an sudierce with the king. FHe was
‘rarted the sudlence end when he stocd before Labuchadneszzar he told
“im that he was too hasty, and that if hes would grant a 1little time
that he, Daniel, would give him not only the dream but the full
interpretation of 1it.

The kinc agreed to the delay and Daniel and his three frierds
immediately engaged in e arnest prayer, asking God to reveal to them
t7e thing the king desired to know. Their pregy er was answarad, Ths
dream and 1ts interpretation were revesled to Haniel, wharaupon ha
asked to be taken agaln before rebuchadnezzar.
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This tine when Daniel stood before the king, he began by remindin;
him that he had tried in valn to secure what he wanted from the wise
men of his kingdoms Then he said, But there is a God in heaven that
revealeth secrets and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what
shall be in the latter days. Having thus put the honor whers the
honor belonged, Daneil told the king that in his dream he had sesn a
graat and tarrible lnage. It had a head of gold, breast and arms of
silver, belly and thighs of brass and legs of iron. The feet weras
oart of lron and part of potters clay but just as iron will not adhare
to elay, the feet were weakened by this mixture,

Daniel then sald that while the king stood gazing upon this
image he saw a little stone eut out of s mountaln without hands which
stone rolled forth and smote the image on its feet of iron and clay ar”
oroke them in pleces, Then the iron, the brass, the silver and the
zold were broken In pleces by the stone and the whole image was ecarrisd
away like chaff is carried away from a threshing floor by the wind, ond
the 1little stone grew untll it filled the whole sarth.

The prophet then gave the interpretation. He began by recount-
ing to the king how God had given him power and dominion over his own
peopls not only but over other nations. Then he sald, Thou art thia
hesd of gold, And after thee shal -~rise another kingdom inferior to
thea, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall besr rules over
all the sarth. and the fourth kingdem shall be as iron: forasmich as
iron breketh in pisces and sul duath all things: and =g iron that
breaketh all these, shall it break in pleces and brulse, He then saild
that the kingdom of iron woulld finally be weakened by the seed of
men, which was represented by the elay, but just as clay will not
'gh:;' to iren, neither would the kingdoms of men edhere to the kingdoms
4] a il!l.!.gll-

Daniel concluded by saying that in the days of these kinga
represented by the clay, would the God of Heaven set up a kingdom,
represented by the 1little stone, which would never ba destroyed, but it
would break in pleces the great imsge and roll forth until it rilled
the whole earths Danlel's finsl words wers, The dream is certsin and
cae Interpretation thereof 1s sure, whereupon Febuchadnez er hanpad
zreat honor upon Daniel for God had caused hir to remesber his dream
1nd he knew that through Daniel he had been shown what would come to
pe2a In tha futures.

With this dream and its interpretation as our background, let
us now examine the h'story of Babylon and subsequent nations to s=ea
if the dresm has been fulfilled, We must begin by remembering that
Babylon, represented by the head of gold, was indesed the great
nation of that day., No other nation dared do anything of imprtance
without first getting the approval of Babylon. On the other hand,
the Babylonlan kingdom was so corrupt that to this day we use the
term to signify that which is corrupt in tha axtrame.

Babylon ruled until the time of Belshazzer when she was con=
gquered by the “edes snd the Persians and they rulsd in her stead, Thus
the head of zold wans replaced by the chest of silver., After many
Years of Persian rule, the Orecks under Alexander the Great sssumed
leadership of the world and the belly and thighs of brass were reached.
Finally the QOreeks fall to the conquering Romans.

It 1s significant that the Lord characterized this fourth
kingdom as being like iron and said that it would bresk in pleces all
thinga. When we axamine Roman history we ses how literallwy this was



tre, In the first place, Rome ranged far and wide, conquerirg ard
tomenizing as she went, until even the birth of Christ was sffected by
her, This does not, however, account for the comp rlson with iron.
The Babylonians conguerad and esftslaved and taxed. 3So did the FPergans
and the Greeks and in so1e ways they were even mores eruel ghout it
than the Romans. The resson the Lord compared Rome to a kirgdom of
iron is because of her use of religlon in the conguest of peoples,

The Babylonians and the rest enslaved men's bodies but tre Romesnsa
enslaved thelr minds as well.

Thls enslavement was 1ade possible through a cirecumstance which
ot even Rom: ever understocd. That circumstance was Rome's asdoption
of the Christian relicton, whieh was not the Christain relirion at all,
but an apcatate religion which Rome belleved to be the religion of
Christ, It was through that religion that Roms broke in pleces all
things., It was through that religion that Rome ruled the "orld and
renalns to this day a powerful Influence in the minds ofmen,

Certainly in the face of such a statement 1t is i-peritive that
an explanation be given eoncerning Rome's adoption of an already
apoatate religion. If we will go to the Tibls ard examine ths true
relizlon which Christ eatabl: shed we will see at onece what 13 meant,

We will find there that Christ's rellglon was one of grest
simplleity, yet one which elevate” rmen to the highest levels to which
the humen soul can aspire. For exampel, "hrist sa:d, Ye have hesard
that 1t hath been sald, An aye for an eve and a tooth fer a tooth: but
I 3ay unto you, That ye reaist not evil: but whosoevar shall smita
thee on thy right cheek, turn to hin the other also, Tha other dog-
trines of the Church were of equally sublime character. To teach
these doetrines and to encowrage the pesople in their obedience, Christ
eztablished a Chureh with 12 apoatles at its hesd, When Judes fall,
inother was appointed to take hia place, showing that God intended that
'3 Apﬁutlaa. selected by Him, were always to stand at the head of His
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The Church itself was a very simple one, based on an individual
Lestimony of the divinity of Jesus Christ as the 3Son of God, All who
nad recelv ed this testimony were eligible for mermbership and were

-m-anded to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. But beirg eligibla for
wzitberahl: did not make them members. If they hed received this
sestlimony and repented of their sins, they were baptized in the rivers
and lakes of the country in a similitude of the death and burilal Rﬂdiff
resurrectlon of Chrilat, After this baptism they had hands laid upon
them for the gift of the Holy Ghost which was to lead them into all
truth. Then each week these people met together and bore testimony
to each other of God's blassings and the:  pariook of the sacrament -
which conslsted of broken bread and » cup of wine, symbolic of Christis
broken body and his spilled blood,

The apuataai from thla =irmple, soul saving religion oecurred
because of the baclkigrounds of the Lwo types of peopla who cams into it,
the Jews and the Gantlles. Becsuas of their background, reft her the
Jews nor the Gentiles were satisfled with the Christian religion. They
wera both acecustomed to much pomp 2nd pageantry in relizion and they
felt that the simple ritea of the Christisns were inadequate. Iliore=-
over, many of them were steeped In the immoral practicesz of their dey
and hed no real intentlon of glving up thosa practices to follow in

the humbls footsteps cf Christ, They preferred to alter the Church so
23 to permlt such praectiees, or at least to make it poaslible for sugh
.Factlees to be forgliven by the Churchs



Thus from the very beglnning, the people wheo came into the
Christiagn Chureh devoted thamselves mors to altering the Churech to mrke
it conform to thelir likes than to an effort to hawve it follow the
temchings of Christ, On the other hand there were so mm 5 of them
making these changes that the Apostlas ware never able to stem the tide,
Mearly all the epistl ez of Paul contal m rebukes of the psople for
thelr perverseness as do thosa of the other lesdsrs. Added to thesas
rebukes were pleas for the people to return to the trm'e fGospel, althoug)
they knew that the pleas would never be heeded. They knaw that the
day was soon to come vhen & great falling away would take place md
the true Church would be loat altogether.

Christ Hims elf hed spokten of that day to John while John was
on the Isle of Patmos. He snld that it was Satan who led the people
to do these great evils and thst it "was given untc him to m# e war
with the sainta, =d to overome them" He slsc permit: ed John to
understand that when this occured that power would bs given Saten"cver
all kilndreds, and tonguea and nationsa". Rev.13:17.

The final loss of the True churrh was greatly hast=n:d by the
constant persecution from without which Church members had to undergo.
Fergecution from without eould not chmge the Church, it 1t ecould and
did put to death those falthful men ard wmen who were trying to
maintdln true worship. With them gone, the revisers, the modernizers,
had a free hand as Paul hed foresesn whan he said, "For I know thia,
that after my departure shall grievous wolves enter in among you, hot
sparing the floeck, Also of our oun aslves shall nen Arise, spesking
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. (Acts 20:% -30)

Onre the apost=ls -nd other faithful members were ocut of the
way, changes came faster than ever. Among other things, the simple
r.ta of the sacrament was sltered to inelude the graatest pagesrtry
with the emblms carried before the people and venerated by them, 7ven
a type of spiritusl cannibalism was introduced, W th the people being
told that tﬂe bread wns no longer bread but the aetial body of Christ
and that the wine they drank was no longer wine, but the actual ble-d
of Chrlist. Afterwards the wine was wit drawn fron the =g berahip
altogether and was partaten of only by the priest, Baptism by
immarsion, with its symbolism of Christ's desth, turial and pesurrectic
Was abandoned in favor of aprinklirg, a form without seriptural
authority ard without the symbolism wh 'eh baptism was intended tao
provide, So 1t went with the other ordina cea,

That was the relision hich Rome asdopted when the Tmperor
Constant ine proclalmed that he had seen a fleming eross in the sky,
Constantine and all Rome with him knev nothirg of Cristianity. “hey
had no way of knowing what Christ in erded it to be, “hay knéw only
what 1t was when they first fournd it, snd if the Christiars thamsel vas
were vielng with each other for places of authority ard weslth vhich
they had brought into the elurch, how eoculd Roms bae exp ectad to lmow
that Christ never Intend:d that nlaces of authorlty and weo h be 1in
Hls Church st all?

Ferhaps the most conclusive evlidence of the complete apostasy
waieh had taken »lace in the Church before it bacsme the official
religion ef the Roman empire is the natter of divine revelaticn. Fate
28 head of the Churech's Councill of Twelve Apostles, held the authorit
ard pow:r to stand at the head of the Church. ‘“hatever revelation God

had for the Chureh as a whole would coms thrugh Peter as long as he
3t 111 lived.



iven In its apostate condition the Church recognized that faet
'nd when Rome agreed to make Christlanity the State religion, thae
“mireh leeders knew that they had two jobs to do. One was Juastify the
:0ving of Church headquarters to Roms and the other was to tis tha
then rulin% power in the Churech ur with Feters They did 1t in what
Was probably the only Way they could do 1t, The stated that Patar
was the first Bishop of Rome and that the sucecse dng heads of the
Churech in Roma had been his legal heirs a8 head of the Chureh,

If this elaim had been true, God would have spoken to the Church
throa them, if he had had anything he wished to comriinicate to tha
Church. In the Year 86, or 30 yeara af'an the death of Feter, in whieh
time three bishons of Roms had supposedly ruled as Christ's only
legal representativa on the earth, the 1.5-31 aig hav @ & commuriecation
for tha ghurch. It was the most marvelc ., communication g¥ en to the
Chureh in all its history, thet found in the last bock of the Bible,
the bock of Revelation, It was not given to the pope, howaver, the
Bishop of Rome, but to John, the last of the 114 ng apostles,

Thua we see that the claim of the Romans that the pope stood
at the head of Christ's Churah while one of the origiral Quorum of 12
Apostles st111 lived is as false ags it ig ridiculeus, We also sea
that if the Lord a4 not recognize thee arly popas, he certainly did
not recognize any later napal authority, Thus, what the Romans
sdopted and ~ade intp a state religion and with which they enslaved
"=1's minda as well ag their bodies wag an apostate Christian religion
"fieh God had already reiscted and wh ich he atill re jeets todavy.

If ther= st1ll be doubts as to whether the Roman Church was an

"postete Chureh, thers aras 2til1l its fruits to ba examineds Christ

#1d, By their fruits ye shall know them, He also Sald that a good

28 brings forth good fruit and that a ecorrust traee brings forth

“rrupt fruit, If that be true, t en we muat conglder whatever frults

-2re Were during the long rulae of the Roman “hureh ng 1itg fruita,
wd its guage of goodness or corruptness, That Church ruled suprame
in everythirg, It ruled in what edwe atilon there WaB, In what business
there was, in what gevernment there was, Mo man at any time nor in
any place was beyond the Jurisdietior and cortrol of the fNoman Chureh
while she relgned suprems, Yet, with all that powar, with all that
opnortunity to mdew of soc lety whatever she wanted to make of it, she
did as Danie]l foresaw she would do, she e™nished and broks in pieces
all things with her iron Juperstition, hes ipon tyrrany, her iron
erualty, and in any land where she holds “lat same powar today, those
Same conditions at1l] prevail,

After a thousand 7ears of thir iror rile ws begin to see the
Intermixture of the potter's clay. it firagt fppeared In England 1ip
the vear 1215 whan the moblemen foreed I3 2 John to zign tha Fagna
Charta, and gave political freedom its first waak beginning, Itas
Second appearance cama with those brave men and women vwho dared to
defy thes entrenchad tyrrany of the Church, the Reformara, both
Frotestant and Catholie,

From that time on the ineresse of the clay in the feat of
iron was repid and contl nuous, oOne by one the anciaent powers of
political tyrrany and religicus oppresslon were overcome, IZIntirs
rhurches ware zeot 4p independently of Rome, Intire goverrnments wer
‘2t up inde endently of rapel permission, Nowher e would the reformers,
13ther politieel or religicus, adhers to the satabliahed order, Just
Danlel had said, the clay would not mixz with nor adhere to the iron,



It is more than a coincidence that just at the time when tha
Reformat lon wes breaking over Europe that Columbus, guided as he himsnly
sald, by the Holy Ghost, salled westward and discovered a new contin-
ant . It is more than a colnecldesnce that the men and the women who
had not been able to find peace sl her in the reformed or the un-
reformed governmen ts and rchas of BEurope, finally looked to Ameriem _
as a refuge. There, in an uninhabited wilderness, they felt that at
last they could find what t hey 80 sincerely sought.

The most important fact that we have to consider when we think
of the settlement of America 1s that she was founded and populsted by
the very choiceat of all the pecples of Burope, Some of Lhose who
came here were wealthy, some were poor, some were Frotestant, some
were Cathollic, and scme were of other turns of mind, but thay all had
one thing in common. <‘hey were desirous of finding something better
a8 o way of life and they wers will to give up all they had kmown
and to face the migors and the hardships of the unknown in order to
achieve it, There are no better people one arth than the people who
will do that.

In the light of all tlils, is it not significant that Daniel
foresaw that In the days of these kings, or in other words, in the
days of the great Reformation, that God would set up His Kingdom?

Is it not reasonable to mssume that if God were going to set up a
Kingdom, that Fe would do it in America away from all ths evil
influences of Burcpe and that He would want the choicest people of the
whole world with whik h to do it? Shall we not say, therefors, that
God inspired those men and women to come to America in order that he
micht work out the establishment of His Kingdom. May we not say
alac that it was inevitable, then, that Thomas Henry Clark should
bave to lodck to “merica for the greatest thing in his 1ife. A1l men
from that day until this end on Into all the ages of eternity must
iock to “merieca for the finest thirgs in their lives. They coma from
here because God put them here,

e R S S L s X
Upar Famlily:

I am not apologizing, I am explaining, I have not printed
any 1ssues of the Clark News for a rathsr long time nor done anything
else because what time I have had to devote to the Clark work I have
soent trying to decids what can best be told about the 1ife of Thomas
Sanry Clark,

If I have decidad correctly then I am thankful. If I have
decided incorrectly, thenm I am sorry, but I ha = felt that the best
thing a 11fe of Thomas “enry Clark could possibly do would bs to
present the stary of the Gos; =l to the rmelbers of the family who
still reside in England and ; "ve them a chance to ascept it and enjoy
what Wilford Woodruff gave ue,

I have now completed the first seven chapters, and that is what
I have bean doing all this tims, The next chapter tams the
restoratlon of tha Gospal, the naxt isthe mission of wilfo Woodruff
and the conversion of THC, the next is the persecutions of the Church
in Flssouri, and the next Thomas comes to “merica snd the parsscutions
he endured at Hamuvoo. The next, the crossing of the plains. If you
have any informatlon of the fm ily in theses perlcds pleass send it, If
not your help and opinions will be appreciated on the gbova,



