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THE EARLY YEARS

Why a book aobout Thomas H Clark? Ee nover led an army, He
‘ever governed a state. He never invented a mochine, Mot even nll of
the 2,000 people who today are descended from him know who he was,
foreover, writing a book about him presents some unusual nroblems,
Since he was just an ordinary man, just =n ordinary father, Just an
ordinary citizen, there is little of the Elamorous about him that
makes & man's story easy to tell,

Az & matter of fact, thers is little of the slomorous ebout
most people, and therein we have our snswer, Ilost people achieve no
fame and very little fortune. They ars born, they live and they dle,
and in a few years not even their own family remar bars who they weres.
Thus in his story we have the story of all the 1ittle people who left
thelr homes in the ploneering veers to eo & to Amerles, In our
aporeciation of hin we have our espprociation of all cur sncestors who
built this country., In eddition, in our understanding of hix we have
the key to understanding many of the problsms which econfront us today
w:ich never confronted them.

Like most family records, the lettars, the diesries and the
journals which have been handed down in the Clark FPamlily are disg=-
apneintingly incomplete, and more aspecially about his youth, There
is nothing of the countless little details and anecdotes that would
*Larify our piecture of him, There is nothing about the kind of =
house he was born in or what his family did for a living or even of
ths kind of a town they lived in. We know that he was the son of
Thonas Clark and Sarsh Plain, that he was born on the seve-th of Hay,
‘305 at Acton, Herefordshire, England, These facts were recorded in
‘he remrds of the parish churrh at his baptism and constitute our

'tire knowledge of his youth sxcept for a sinple commant by someone
10 knew that characteristiecs are fully as important as dates and
:lages, From hi= we have the information that as & young man he was
athlet leally inclined and was "a boxer of no mean ability".



Today, a century and a half later, thera fnlls to ds the task
of taking this informational skeleton and clothing it with the flesh
of realism and breathing into it again the 1life that once ani-ated it,

To begin with, let us ask some questions. What did it mean to
he born in Acton, Herefordshire, TUngland on the Tth of I'ay 1805. What
#are the people doin What were they talking about? lhat was
happeaning not only elsewhere in BEngland, but elsewhere in the vorldf
How much of it had any effect on the life of Thomas Henry Clark?

Even a scamning of history shows that the most important event
ltu'ruundi::g his early 1life was a very desperate war in whiech his country
was engaged. It began a dozen yesrs before Thomas was born, when
the axecesses of the French Revolution threatensd all eatablishad
governments. When Napoleon fell heir to the Revolution, his brilliant
prosecution of the military struggle threaterm d not only -ngland, but
all of Burope.

British forees ware sent to thes continent to ose him but they
wer:s badly led and were plunged into one disaster er another. Added
to their defeata on the eontirent were a saries of bad harvests at
home and the loss of the British comrereial traffie, Thers was great
unrest and much actual want throughout the islsnd, To make mattars
worse, Pitt, the prime minister, felt that the situation ecalled for
repreasive measures and many of the traditionsl British libertiass
were suporessed. The right of free meetings was limited, arbitrary
imprisorment was practiced snd harsh sentences were often metad out
to innocent personas. WNever in the history of tSn-lishmen was their
morale so low or thelir situation so precarious as it was in 1798, The
parish records at Bishop's Froms, Herefordshire, state that on
April 23, 1798 Thomas's parenta were united in marriage.

Enowing England's deplorable situatlon, Fapoleon determined to
dd the ticht 1ittle isle to hls list of conguests. By 1803 he had
'aessed an army of one hundred and fifty thousand men along the
channel and multitudes of flat bottomed boats were made ready which
could be towed across by warships. He boasted that he could get them
agross In forty eight hours and that was all he neededa

The Eritlsh observed these preparations with gresat anxlety but
with the greatest determination not to rem at their disasters, Two
hundred thousand men were called to the colors and these were backed
by thres hundred thousend volunteers from ths fields end ths mills

who made up for their lack of experlence with their desperate earnest=
rnegsa,

Certainly among these volunteers rm:s: have been Thomas's father
and perhaps his unecles and, of courses, his neirhbors. For two yaara
the men waited and watched for the lighting of the beacons which were
to announece that the French had begun to cross the chamnel., For two
years the mothers and the wives guarded their 1little ones and pre=-
pared for the worst. In the very helght of this great enxiety, Sarah
learned that in the spring she would have a baby, a baby w-ich she was
to name Thomas Henry Clark.

0f course Fapoleon's erossing never came off. The tides and the
weather never seemed to reach that point whare he felt the attempt
could be made and as news came to him of England's inecreaslrg preparsd-
ness, he abandoned the plan, He determined to get possession of the
channel by concentration of a great fleet in the Dover Straits,.



England by this time was out of her doldrums and she sent Lord
Felson out to meet the French., This resulted in the battle of
Trafalgar which has often been called the greatest raval battle of
modern tines., Before it was over, Yapoleon's last hopes of conquering
“he British lay on the bottom of the oceans

Thomas was less than six months old at the time and could have
been little concerned with the exultation which filled =11 England
but as he lsarned to understs nd he must have = ard time and time again
how the British flest, with twenty seven ships, descendsd upon
Vapoleon's fleet of thirty three and gloriously, almost joyfully,
shelled them into oblivion. He must have been affected by Welson's
last signal to his men as they went into battle, "Sngland sxrects that
every man will do his duty", He could not have escaped it as he hesrd
them recount how Lord Yelson, mortally wounded, was carried below,
and how he covered his face and his sters with his handkerchief so
that his men might not see who had fallen.

A8 time passed, new events crowded in upon his world., Wren he
was Seven years old he must have merd his family talk of Vapolson's
march throurh Bureone and of the final and disgraceful retreat of the
Grand Army from the frozen wastes of Russla, In that same year he
would have he ard even more talk of his own country's second war with her
onetli-e eolony in the lew World, Before that war was over he would
have been chagrined to hear them admit that the British Mavy had
suffered defeat after defeat at the handas of the Americans. Even the
turning of the E:hl!.ﬂ buildings in Washington D.C. by the British
frmy eould not have removed all the sting from that defeat. Then,
Lwo years later when he was nine, the greatest news of all csme,
Napoleon had been defeated at Waterloo. For the first time in twenty
three years and for the first time in his entire 1life, his country
+as at peaces

Even though pesce had come, the years followlnz were not easy
‘wara, True, England suddenly found herself the great commercial
nation of the entire world. The long years of war had resulted in
the complete destruetion of the fleets of other nations so that nons
but England eould engage in ocsanic commerece. Besldes, Englishmen
had invented the steam engine and othar maghines ard these permitted
her to mamufacture without the slow handlabor of the rest of the
world. Her goods wers sagerly sou-ht around the worlds

For the manufacturers, the shipowners, and the government who
taxed them both, these were prospercus ysarss For the sommon people
they were ® ars of grindin- poverty., The cldtime handerafts of the
peonle were no longer wanted, and employmc + in the mills, the mines
and the fasctories was often worse then sluvarys Trade Unlons were
outlawed, wages were criminally low and hours wers as l-ng as the
uman body could endure, The warking paso;le erowded into miserabls
tenement distriets where they lived in absclute wratehedness, TFoverty,
disease and immorality stalked through the lande

Ferhaps the most unhappy cordition of all was that of the
children of Englands Boys and ls alike were sent into the mills
and the workshops at a very r age and grew up without knowing
anythinz of play and recreation and lsughter, Vany were dispossd of
under the apnrentice system, where they were doomed to years of
virtusl servitude under a needy master who hsd taken them in the
“irst place because of the payment of some srall premium,

With these emditic s prevalling in the Englafd of 1895 wa of
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today wonder how any young coupls eould think of marrisge, but we

often Torget that even the most miserable burden is lightered if
shared, Thomas was twenty yeara old that year. Hls bride was
sharlotts Galley, the daughter of Willlam Galley. She was two years
older than Thomad, but here again our records fail uses We Imow nothing
alse about her. Was she pretty? Was she talented? Vas she a good
sook? A good nelghbor?

We only lmow that the young counle settled down at Bishop's
Froms where John, Zlinor, Eliza, Hannsh l'aria, Ann, Thomas and
gargh were born to thame We do not even know how they fared financially.
If we knew what line of work he followsd we might better pleture
eonditions in their homa, but we do nots Our only clue is that as a
young man he was interested in athletles snd was somethinr of a boxar,
which seemingly rules out complete povertys This is also borne out
by the faect that he had an educatlon, 1ittle of which eould have bsan
possible to the poorer classess

Sometime during this guind Thomas determined to take up the
ministry. We know nothing 6f his tralning for the work. Fresumably
he attended a theological school of some sort and graduated, We do
imow that for a mucber of years he traveled through his neighberhood
preaching for the Weslyan T"athodist churchse

This is not strange vhen we conaider another affeet the long
vears of war had had upon the British people. The years of privation
and threatensd invasion had had a sobering efleet upon them and when
~=ags came there was & definite groping after rellglon. The whole of
Zngland was =ffected :Init. The great work done by Wesley to make
religion a personal t g bora fruit a2s never before.

After a perlod we find Thomas becoming more and more disatisfled
‘ith Vethodist religion. He was becoming convinced that it did not
‘ollow the teachings of the Bible, Iany other people in his area
began to feel that ssme way but we do not imow whather it was a result
of Thomas's presching or whether it was a natural result of the timese
Wa do lmow that over six hundred of them finally broke away and
orgenized a church which they felt conformed more completely with the
Seriptures. This church they called the United Brethren. Thomas
Knighton presided over this church snd Thomas was s cond in command,

It sea-s wlse at this point to muntlion enother event of raligious
importance which had sn effect upon Thomes far more profound and more
lasting than enything else, not only upcn hl but upon his family and
his deacendents even to the present time.

It began when he was only alx months old, not in Englend, but
aeross the Atlantie ocean in the snow coversad hills of Vermont, U.S.A.
Oon Decermber 23, 1805, in Sharon, Windsor County, there was born to
a humhle farmer and his wife, a baby boye The father was Joseph Smith
and the mother was Lucy "acks: The boy was named Joseph alsO. AS a
boy s probebly never hesard of Vermont and the boy Joseph probably
never heard of Herefordshirs, but they were destlned to know each othar

due to this matter of religion, in which both of them were very much
interested,

How that meeting came about and the circumstances leading up to
it is the important story of Thomes Henry Clarks It 1s the one event
+ich gives him clain to eternal honor. It 1s the one fact in his 1ife
~“ich raises him above the comnon people and makes of him an 1desl, a
'ight for all those who ait in darkmess to follow,



HERE I3 A FROBLZ!" FOR YOU,

I don't get to see anyone from the fanll: very often any more
but the other day Collesn Tate Kling ws: here snd we cpant =everal
hours tomether going over what we have on the family records., Collsen
1z one member of thic familly that hus genealog:- at hesrt and che hnas
done so much work on it thst I feel achamed When I look at vwhat I baovas
0% done thic mact yesrs She brou:t me a whole bock full of femily
group zhaetc on Just ons bBraieh of the Clark family, t-e Hurdock
branek, Thaza ers net zhestc of name:s of meector., they ara the
hastr of the familiec yet living.

Sie also brought me a whole 1lilat of family nemes thet are not
recalvin: ths Clark “ews--Fo funny remarkc=-T lrow thaot o ona ic
racelving ths Clark “ews »: well ao you do, but thece famllfa: have
revar recsivad it at any ti =, The upshot of the whole deel was
that 1t esnt irereariaz the erirculation of the Clark MNawe by about
200 ecoplsuc every ic-ue, That runs into & bit of monay juct for
orinting expwices and =alline epats,

I told Colleen that I Lhou=h* that we would heve to arrive at
8 11ttle different methcod of onopabtiion if the Clerk Mawe &- going to
run Into 300 or evan 400 conis: =3r fo.us, One 2&Tfon couldn't hardly
arfford to pey the eastc hi-:eif il 'f we tosk it out of rarespch
funds 1t would teke money thai Lau “cisted r'or recearch erd cught to
be vred for that, 4‘ha enly sltercarive would be to put the Clark
Mews on a subaeriptlon basic, oelli:. it for the eazt of print ing and
mailing —ince no one waat:s to meke enything out of it,

-

up & long tive ago, the nreblsm of putting out the Clark "ewes on &
more or lacsc regular sehadules I feel that once avery two montha ia
sbout rifht for oublication and once more I an golng to set that as my
Toal. I ean do 1t, I haven't done it in the past 7ear because I lat
t lot of lecs important thing= intarfere. I can do better and T chail

That bringsc up another oroblem that ought to hare been brought

thhen I dioseucsed the matter with Colleen about subseription
ratec I told her 1t ecost sbout 6¢ per copy to print and mall a-d she
took the idea up with g number of the family nnd all agreed. I heove
checked my figur s a 1ittle more closely and it cocto about T¢ but that
fan't a~ythi g to argue about.

Sirce we cannot get the family together for a vote on it, at
least right now, I am goirc to mall this ic-ue to gll the pld =amas
olus all th= new namec and then ank all of —ou to cend me 40¢ for the
next six iscues If you want them., I think Jou will want trem becausze
I have some irteractirg Infor-ption that has seme to ma ard 1 hop= we

Joon get roma re.czarch ir En T and to write about. If you are not
interested In the next rix ic - =2-, do net =and the 40¢ ~nd I'11 draw
8 1ittlas red line ri-ht throv + = - middla of Four John Henry,

~-—---Tear.off.and. mail.if_gou_wact-tie.cext B_isocusza

Dear Bepnerd:
I am enclosine 40¢, Sand me the next six issuec of the Clark Vers,

Namea

rdracs

City State
(Send cash or 2¢ stampo--one iz ac gocd as the other)




