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There · ..... ·ere at least nine men named Moses s•anley \J/ho lived in Vi rqi nia and North 
Carolinl:I during the late seventeenth through the ear11J nineteenth centuries. Their surname is 
spelled wiriously from time to time and place to place as Stanly, Stanle~ ond Standley. The forrn 
fo11nd in a document 1::; relatively unimportant 'w'nt>n trac:i ng the activities of one person or in 
distinguishing one person from another for the clerk or census enumerator ma,J t,ave spel1e1j 
phoneticall 1J. An,Jone copying a name later might have misread the penmanship of an earlier 
sc:ri be. 

One Moses Stanle1J fron-, Caroline Co. Vi rQi nia served in the F~evol uttonariJ 'Nar .:ind both he ;;ind 
his \,1ife ManJ Mii1s received pension (V,i-3886) from the federal government. ThetJ had a ::;on 
i',l)ses Stanley •,11ho died ·w·ithout children. He is not the Moses Stanley of this farni1 y hi::;tor .J. 

A r-·1oses Stanley \•/8::; born 1 n VA 1 n tt.e year 1656, son of Thomas Stanle1J. He's a i::entunJ too 
earl 'J· 
Another t-·1oses 3tanley vtas born in Heriry Co. VA. in 1755, sor1 of Mose::: Stan1t:1J ana Elizabeth 
Bird ( LOS 861 0681 - 1 0.), a possi bile ;3ncestor 
Yet another Mu.:,es :3tanley 'N'as born in Caroline Co. VA in n,e year 1 75i3. Heb unli ke1 y becau::;e 
he 'w'OIJld be onl1J 10 or 11 ir: 1769 'v!hen our t·ioses paid a poll tax in North CaroliM . 

.Ju1 'J 6., 1 761 Anri Stanley applied ·w·Hh .Joseph .Jone::: in Spotsyivania Co VA for ;3 bond to 
;:idmi r,i.:;ter to the est,:iti:: of ,,er father Moses Stanley. (£.1 00 Adm Bonds .. V·lnl Bk Ei) No 
relations hi p can be deduced because of i n:~ uffi ci e nt data. 
Nov 15 .. i 78i ushered in another Moses Stanle1J born in Hanover Co VA to n,omas st:,rnley .;1nd 
Umt,J (Crew'?) of the Quaker Cedar Creek Meeti n9 House. His arrival i:3 too J;3te 
Dec 19. 1 798 one Moses Stanley ··11itne::.::;ed the marriage of .Jonothar, :3tanle1~ to t···1ary Cre,;1 at 
the Cedar Creek t1eeti ng House, Hi:inover VA. ( Hi risha· ..... ·, Quaker_) Quite possi bl IJ our relative. 

Another Mo::,es Stanie1J ·w·a::; born in Orange C;:• _ VA 1n the 'Jear 1 752, 1ja1Jghter of V·hlliam and 
,.JudHh Standley. ( LD5 fii::he 861 0681 -4). Hiis dtite is compatible '·llitti most other dat.;;. 
In 'vVilliam '.3tanle1/::; ·w·ill dated August 17, 1784, vtife Jud1J and $On ~'.ic:hanj are named 
exec:uti::rs. The dtililren listed in tht •,,;ill ;:ire in order: Mar 11 ·:::~*rJ.ley .. Jane Mulli rr:: .. John ~~ _,, . 
'.3tanle1J .. \.Villi am Stanley, Moses St6nle1J, Richard Stanley, Judy Buck, Hannar Robert Stanle1J, 
J&rnes Starilt-y, Jesses Stanley 1:1nd Ann Atkins. Gror,d::,on V·/illi;;im Stariley i$ mentior,ed 1,,1ith no 
reference to hh parent's name. ( HennJ Co VA 1 784 V•/ill Bk 1 .. reel 1 5, p~1. 91 , 92 8:. 101 ) 

There h no proof just 3ome i::i rcumstantial evidence tt,i:it thi?- Mose::: may be the subject of thfa 
f;;;ffli1 y history. Our Moses filso !Kid children named Je%e, Mo::.es and 'Nil Ham. 
A~; the lands became le:::s fertile in Virginia the sett!ers began mi9rati ng south·w·;:ird into the 
C:iroli nas .. Br"j 1;:itec into Georgia. V·litr, tt,e removal of tt,e la.st I n1jiar1 ri;:1tior1s 'y,;est\,.1;:H·d trail::, 
,jeve loped The travels of Moses· de see nde nts fl) 11 o·w these mi:i j or migration routes, us ua 11 •J on 
H,e cri:::st of the vlave c,f settlers .sea re hi r,g for opportunitie::. not available in the state or c:ount1J 
oft heir reside nee. 

The re \,..·ere :::eve ra 1 Head:3 of Families in the fi r-::;t U S Census 11 sted in Nev/ Bern Di stri c:t North 
Carolina. These three New· Eii:;rn area counties are in close pro::r..i mity to V·/a;Jne. n,e n r.st 
name::; of the::a?. St;3n1ey~; are: Crl:lven Co· .James .. Ephraim and V·/riiJht. Dobb::1 Co: Isaac: .Jonf1than 
anu V 'illhm. Jories Co: .Jame::., Martin, Ann, Benjan-,i n and ·wmiarn. Andi n '•,·Vayrie Co only the 
Mo!<es Stanle1J The relationships, if an1J, between and among these pioneers is a:3 'Jet 
uridetermi ned. 

1 M0:3E'3 STANLEY, 
\llith no rno·w·n middle name .. ·w·as oorn before 1753 .. poss1 bl tJ in North Carolrna., Vi rgrnia or 



even 1 n cng1ano. TmJ 01 nn uate 1s an e:::u ffiat:e aeterrm nea Dy eva1 uau n9 aata rrorn ;:,evera1 
sourc:e:3· the a9es reported in the first three censuses, poll ta:x: list for Dobbs Co. 1769 and the 
minimum a9e for obtaimng 1arsd grant3 from the Cro·wn 'dtiich i·1oses received in 1775. As 
of l 749 triere \•/at levied a poll tax of tithables required of ell males 16 and older and all black::­
or jjenons of mixed bloo,j 12 and older. 

Ho,,1ever. it is certain, Hiat he ,jied in \oVayne County North Carolina in 1 :31 2. His origi n&1 ...... ·1n 
·,,1ntten in 1 Ei11 and a photocopy are recorded in the North Carolina Archives RaleiiJti, Bk RD2, 
202-; 79 for V·h,yne Co. NC In this document the survivi nq children are li:::ted but there is no 
mention of his ·w1fe As divorce was uncommon then. it is mcire likel1J that his vife died before 
r1e ,jid. Srie ,,_,,;as probably Hie female listed on Hie i 81 O c.eMus ;;ind vithi n tt,e same a9e qroup l)f 
26 to 45 a::; t···1oses, she ff10::J li ke.1 y died beh·leen aflet llie ce.11smrnf t-6 t {tamt b-efure +~sin 
1- f~ .. ,-:. . u. '-· 
Mo:;es :3tanlt:1J of Ne·w Bern Dfat, NC, ····'la1Jne Co .. in the 1790 Census hsts ( 3) males 16 8'. up_. 
( 4) male.:, under 1 6 ., ( 5) females 8:. 1 2 slaves. ( 3- 4- 5- 0- 1 2), \-ltiich translates into a ·w·ife .. 
::.ix sons and four daughters. 
in the 1800 Federal census ( 02iOi-01101 - 00), Head of Family Moses :3tanle1J reported bott, 
orie rnan and one ·, .. ;om8n 45 1Je::irs or older It is li kel •J Hi,jt their ct1i1dren at home · .. ,,..ere tvo 
males 1 0-16, one male 16- 26. one female 1 0-16. and one female 16- 26. Y.lhile in 181 O Ms 
eriumeration qive:~ on11J t'v10 in the hou:::ehold, both 26-45 years of age, and one :,1,:ive .. it seem:; 
r~a:::,or1.:1b1e to Ei:3sume that the 'w'oman is hi::. vife end all the children ,,ave left home. 

Vv'Mle the numt!er of slave::; t,e O'wT1eo \las tabulated In i 790 -:1nd again in the i e i O censu:,. 
there \•/ere zero recon:ied for 1800, but this is probabltJ an oversight. T·w·elve slaves · .. ,,.ere 
\/Hle.d to hi.:, children in 1812. As a farmer credited ·w·ith O\•/ni ng 11 37 acres and 12 s1ave::. on 
the 1 7:36 ·w·a•Jne Co. tax list he needed many hands to w·ork the land. The four main crops 1Jro'Yln 
i n H,e a re.a, rice .. rndi go .. to tiacco and cotton \v'e re a 11 1 a bo r i ntu,::d ve. Moses Sta ndl e 'J fa named i n 
a reco reed t ra nsac:ti on as pure: hasi ng "from Danie 1 At ki nso n for ei 9 ht 'J pound::; s pec:i e (about 
$320. U.S.) iine Negro Garl named liz1 on December i 9 .1787." (V'layne Co, N.C., G,)ldsborc,. 
Register of Deed:::. Bk. 4, p. 1 43.) 

The area pre:~ent1 y kno'w'n as V·,··a,Jne Count,J, North Caro ii na ha::; been kno·wn btJ several different 
r1ame:: ! n i 712 the lend 'w'a:;; Craven Preci net in the Colony of North Uiroli ri-:1, vlhic.h in 1 750 
became ..Johnson Count1J. During the Revoi utionartJ V1ar the land 'w'8:3 divided arid ren;jmed 
( 1 779) Duplin t;.. Dobb::; Counties a::: part of the State of North C,:iroli na 'o'/11i1e in 1 791 tt,e 
geographical area \•le no\,..· call \·\"a1Jne Count,J acquired it:3 present name. 

Little is k no'v/ n of Moses Stan 1 e 1J' s marriage. ( s) It has been s 1Jggested that he \v'as married to a 
D,:,r·c:a$ Croom. l n ::;up port of this, it may be noted that ;:,everal de:3cendents have Croom as a 
rniddie name It ·w·as not an uncommon pr::ii::t1ce at the ti rne to use the 9rnndmother's or maiden 
or even married r,ame as a child's middle name. 

n,ere vue several Croorn famllie::. notatil y descendent:;; of Daniel Croorn .. an Irishman ·w·ho came 
to North Caroli r.a in 1 717 from Ne·w· Kent Co1Jnty, VA ... and his son .JeS::<1:' 'who ieft '•Night Co VA 
and came to Vv'ayne Co. NC in 1754. Further cloudt, appear ·w·hen son of Tt1omas Uzzell ,Jr., 
Elisna Uzzell ( 1 736- 1813), married Dorcas Stanley 'whose father 1,1as :::aid to be Major · 
Stirn1ey. n,ornas Uzze11 \•tiH, 1N'ife Sarat, Hved on a farm 1n NC next to tt,e Elist16 ,:1nd Dorr::,:1s· 
farrn Both Elisha and Dorcr,s are buried tn the Elisha Uzzell CerneteriJ on \hlalnut Creek rn 
'•Nal nut Creer: VJJ1age, V1ayne Co. NC. M,:ijor as a fi r.:.t name r,a::. tieen t~:iurpj in the Cn:iom fami1 y, 
too. No recorils have been found to support these Croom or Uzzell nvJrriages. (Source: 'Nayne Co 
History). 

Son M,:ijor Henry St,:,nley 'w'as -:1pr,oi nted executor of the Moses Stanie1J e:~tate i ri 181 3 (V·/a1Jne Co 
Feb Fil rn R 2- 202- 260) ','\•'hether he •,11as the oldest son or not is not clear. AH hough offieia 1l 1J 



i:.li mi nate,j by 1.:rw· in the 1 760's, primogeniture \•las still commonly used. Often the first ::;on 
·w·a:;; not mentioned in the 'w'il1 as he inherited everJJthing. Even the eldest daughter va~; 
sorneh mes not mentioned because at her marriage her fist her often gave or ::1old fand to tt1e 
ne·w·l 1J·w·ed::: at :3 nomi rial rate. But Moses seems to have distributed his propert1J in ;::1 more 
mo,jern f,?Jsllion It seem,=. reasonable to assume that 'w'ithi n tt1e groupi n,J t,y gender t,otr, tr,e sons 
and daughters are 1i::;ted in their birth order eldest first_: and this order 1::; most li kel 'J not the 
order of birth of all their children. There is no kno\•/n document providing birth r:,rder of the 
children: the 'w'ill, ·w-ritten October 1 2, 1 811, recorded in 1812 and probated in 1 813 is the 
or,1 y kno'w'f1 ::;ource listing surviving children. The seven males and five females listed i 11 the 
1 790 cen:::u::; ·w·ith Moses as head of famii 'J i::01Jld include six sons snd four daughters The other 
t\•/O male:;; \ ... ,ere of unknown relationsM p and might have died. moved a·w·ay, been dL:.i nt-,erited_. 
or \·.··ere ju:;;t not related out livin9 111ith the fami11J 111·hen the census was ,,,ritten 

! t i :3 c:e. rtl'!i n .. how·ever, that the de.vi :3ee--s i n Moses Stan 1 e JJ' s will a re four sons and five da ug hte rs. 
Their names and i nt1eritanc:e::; ,:ire listed tielo\1•' 
2 .Je:::se- land in lenoi r Co and 3 siave::: 
3. ,·10::;es ( . .Jr.) -land in Duplin Co aM i ~.lave 
4. 'W'iPi::1m - land in Duplin Co and 1 :3lave 
5. M;:ij,jr- l,:ind in Duplin Co and 1 slave 
6. Betsey - 2 ·:dave:::, furni::;f·dn•}3 and furnit1Jre. m. __ Pipkin .. son .Jesse. 
7. Saily- 1 ::;lave. bt:d Bnd fJJrniturt:. marritd .Jo:;;eph V·le:"'>t, :;;on of ..John West 
8 Ch;:1rity- 1 slave, bed and furniture m .Jame:3 'West_. son of ,.John Vv'e:;t 
9. Dorcas- 1 .:;lave_. tied and furriituro:.. married Herring. 
10 P11y(Po11if?)- 1 slave .. bed llnd furmture married Bow·den 

Fint among his land acqrJisitions., Mose::; received a patent on March 4 .. 1775 150 i.:leres in 
Dc,t,bs Co or, i·J ::ddt: of Neuse R i.:lnd E :::ldi:: of Boque n:ir3h from the Cro·w·n ( Ki r1Q Geo roe ! ! I) btJ 
.Josiah Martin, Royal Governor of the Colon•J of North Carolina ( PATENT BK25 p 39 from the 
Cro·w·n (King Georgt I 11) ti:, Mo::;es :3tanle1J by .Josi at, M;:irti n. Ro1Jal Governor of H,e Color11J.~ 
Mo.:;t of the land he ame·::sed is descn bed a:3 North of the Neuse River The cit•J of Ne\•lbern, a 
seaportand larqest market ·,11as do1,,,1nstrearn at•out 75 miles. Sco'w'S and barqe::; of shall1Yw' dr::ift 
used the Ne1J:3e -River as the ·w·ater,,..·ay to tr,:irt$port heav1J loads to and from the port cit1J of New· 
Berne. It i.s- of no use today for commerce. Vo/hile the Stanley pn:;pertie~; ·.,..·ere on the North 
·:-hore of the Neuse. acros::: from the:3e lands on the south ::dde toda1J ,s f1 modern sttate park called 
H;r:. Cliffs of the Neuse. 

f r,:,m the ne\v State of North Carolin&, it is re,:;orded that he purct1ased 32 i!C in 1 785. Hie ne:x:t 
year hi:3 taxable land ·w·as determined to be 11 37 acres. in 1 792 alone purchi3ses are recorded 
for tract::, of 1 SO, 22 .. 24 and 45 acres, a total of 241 additioMl acres Rt,be,rt h,eq and Bryan 
'•Nhitfield's property lines are mentioned in the deeds as adjoining Moses Stanley's. On January 
1 9 ., 1 789, Ra.t&f'H"A~~d 728 ""res to JolirJ lveiJ An unl<no·,,.,,n portion of that tract ·w·as 
originally from a Moses Stanley patent dated Nov. 10, 1784. The record of this acquisition has 
Mt tieen f.::und. 

Just ho\./ much land he O'w'ned mall never be kncr\H1 for an clerk of the area M'w' named Vv'ar.Jne 
Count•J .. vlho ·w·as triJi ng to transport the official documents to a :3afe hiding pface .. 'w'a::: -
apprehended by a Br-itist1 patrol. Rejecting the legality of the :3tate of North Caroli fl;:1 and 
dec18ri n1J lts documents illegal., the British troop::: promptl IJ set fire to and de:::troyed an tho:::e 

· early propert1J, ,:;ens us .. tax and rriarrfage records. Some transactions ·which ·w·ere recon:ied in 
co1Jntie:;; other than \·Va1Jne mi•Jht have survived 

Not one account of militanJ service, ,:ipplication for a pension., or for bount•J land from the 
u.::,.,Jovernment has beer; foun1j for Moses. It has been estimated ttiat ,:ibout 25% of tr,e 
i nhabitanf::i of North Carolina ,11ere s1Jmpathetic: to the Crown at the tte9i nm ng of the 




