CHAPTER XVIIIL
LIFE IN THE COLONY.

NTILL. time allowed for the preparation of some kind of
shelter, the vessels in which the early settlers cane
must have continued to be then abode, except for a
few of the later nnmigrants who were without doubt

| taken mto the cabins of their predecessors. A space

of ground had to be cleared, and without delay logs felled, out of
which a house of the rudest sort was constructed. If there were
other hands to assist so much the better, but generally each mim
had all he could do to prepare a home for his own wife and
children.  Probably none of the earliest ordinary houses was more
than ohe story in height, or contained more than one room: the
upper part being an attic room open to the pitch roof of thatch,
grass or bark, and rcached by a movable ladder. A large chimucey
of stones was built on the outside at one end of the house, the
lower "portion forming a huge fireplace. The upper part of the
chimney was often of wood. The .windows were little more than
holes a foot or two square, and the door was of plank hewn from
the log. At first the ordmary log house had no cellar,

As ballast, ten thousand bricks and two loads of chaik were
sent to Naumkeag in 1628. There were also sent a large quantity
of nails, a barrel of red lead for painting, a ton of iron und two

. [azots of steel for the blacksmith to make into higes, hasps, mails,
¢te.  These various materials were worked into the carly houses
here.  The imported bricks were used for hearths only. In the
swmer of 1629, a kilu for the burning of bricks and tiles was
built by Thomas Trusler® at what is now estate numbered four

*Thomas Trusler lived on the ,westerly side of Beckfore St e
was in Salem In 1038, and probably came in 1629. In 1649, he was enusal
[rom training on account of his age. He married Elganor, wulow of - —
Phelps.  She may have been a Moulton, as he speaks o ather Moulon.
Ae had a daughter in England in 1654. He died March 5, 1633-4, and gle.
dicd before June, in the spring of 1635.
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& hundred and twenty-fom Esscx Street, as brick cluy wus fuund
i there in quantity.  He con-
'% tinued the business at that a,
a"“- place until his death, which ¢ : e /z ’
2 occurred in 1654, This 15 lot
y numbered 1 on plan of the
gt layout of the town in 1629 at page 313. Tt was this kiln to which
* Rev. Francis Higginson referred in his New Englands Plantation,
in 1629, when he wrote: At this inftant we are fetting a Brick
Kill on worke to make Brickes and Tyles for the building of our
.. Houfes.™ Tor more than a century this Jot was known as “Dirick
kiln fickd,” and after Boston Street was laid ot (m 1640) and
the ancient road came into disuse (in 1666), this part of 15ssex
-+ Street was called “Brick kil e After the manufacture ol
bricks was begun here, there were fow, if any, mportations of
%’ bricks and tiles from England.
% The furnishings of the dwellings were at first primitive, but
&,‘ihmugh the inventiveness and skill of the settlers and the speedy
"2y importations of necessary articles from Europe they soon im-
= "proved. The clay floor of the first cabins was ornamented and
A2 more or less covered by carpets—some of which, according to the
& records, were striped ; and within a decade Turkey carpets were
:to be found in some of the houses.” There were red and STCUn rugs
and a white coarse ruy, besides mats,

# The family and guests slept in a row on the floor, [f privacy
iwere desired, blankets or sheets were hung to divide the room
.'\into compartments.  Corded bedsteads were soon made, however,”
an‘d the use of the trundle bed for the children gave more room,
%4 since it was pushed under the bed during the day. Upon the

-+ tightly-stretched cords of the bedstead ‘was placed the canvas bed-
"z tick, which was filled with feathers or straw and sometimes with

flock (coarse wool waste ), and on the beyd were sheets of tine or
coarse canvas, linen or lHolland.  Blankets were common and
= generally white, but coverlets were often mixed in color. Ouiles
g Must have been rare, as only one is mentioned in the mventorics
o+ of the estates of Salem people before 1050.  Dolster ticks were
filled with flock or feathers, and sometines enclosed in cases.
':Plillows were filled with feathers.  'illow beers (cases) were made
 Benerally of flax, but sometimes of Scotch cloth, and ormamented .
With tasscls. The best bed was often niide with a frame above it,
from which curtains were suspended. | A toflled valance was also
hung around the bed. These were often made "of green say -
s material. Warnming pans were used conimonly to warm the chilly
nen sheets upon retiring, and so_are. propérly mentioned in
Connection with bed articles. - '
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