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The second version of the fire is from a letter by Mrs. E.H. B.
Liatrop, a descendant of John Singleton:

“.. if (Midway)unfortunately was burned down by the stupid caretaker
who sleeping in the kifchen & annoyed by mosquitoes, nailed lightwood
strips to the windows & lighted them & driving off the mosquitoes
barely escaped being burned too & the house was destroyed...”

What is fact is that after the fire nothing was left of the house except a stone
foundation six feet high and the stable and carriage house complex.

Such a shame for Midway to have such an unhappy ending. One can only
wonder if the results would have been different if John Singleton had
bequeath his estate directly to his children or if Richard Singleton had been a
little more sympathetic toward Julia McRa and her daughters.

HOME PLACE, SINGLETON HALL, HOME.

Home Place was the residence of Colonel Richard Singleton (1776-1852),
sometimes referred to as Singleton Hall or simply Home.

Ann Newport Royall (1769-1854) wrote this description
of Home Place in her travel book The Black Book:

; \ “_contains many very handsome farms, one in particular,

: | the property of a Mr. Singleton, is a great curiosity—being
= } at once the largest, neatest, and the most beautiful I ever
| 2 ," beheld. The man, and the land much have been well

" matched—for more taste, more industry, or more beautiful

/ fields are not fo be found in American, --high, rich and
colonel Richard  Jevel One field lay on the road, it was paled for about two

singleton miles on the road, and must have been laid off with the
compass...”
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Home Place was located two miles south of present day Wedgefield set back
from The Great Road and adjacent to Midway. The house was located on top
of a small hill overlooking fifty acres of formal gardens. These gardens were
maintained by an English gardener who lived on the premises. A line of trees
radiated from the house to the road, running like spokes of a wheel through
the surrounding gardens, ending against the great hawthorn hedge inter-
planted with roses, that ran for four miles along The Great Road.

Home Place, while not as imposing as some houses, was large, strongly built
and beautifully furnished. The structure sat on a stone foundation with
nineteen white marble steps, guarded by crouching stone lions, leading to a
broad front piazza with tall white columns. A wide piazza extended across the
rear of the house and these steps were guarded by crouching greyhounds, the
breed preferred by Rebecca Singleton.

The land sloped gradually down to a one mile oval horse race track,
encircling the grounds. The race track was built by John Singleton (father)
before Richard Singleton built Home Place. One straight side of the race
course passed so close to Home Place, Colonel Singleton frequently called out
instructions from the piazza to the riders as they trained his horses.

The first level basement was tiled, housing a laundry room and a winter
kitchen with a dumb waiter.

The second level consisted of four rooms, each twenty-two feet square, with
ceilings of eighteen feet, opening onto a wide central hall. The two front
rooms were the library and the parlor. The other two rooms were the dining
and breakfast rooms. When dances were held at Home Place, the landing on
the stair case accommodated the musicians. The newel posts at the foot of
the stairs concealed boxes containing chalk, which the dancers rubbed on the
soles of their shoes when the floor became slippery.

At the rear of the hall the mahogany stair case led to a gallery which crossed
the width of the hall and gave access to the third level. On the third level
there were four large bed rooms and two dressing rooms.
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The outbuildings included of a summer kitchen, a smoke house, the house of
the English Gardener, a hot house and the vegetable garden. Behind these
buildings were the large stable and carriage house and a row of servant
houses known as “The Street”, a common name for such plantation
settlements. Opposite the Gardner’s house was the dairy, a square building
with lattice on the top of the sides. It was built over a dry well sixteen feet
deep, fitted with a wire safe with shelves that were raised and lowered by
means of a pulley system. Meat and milk were kept fresh in this dry well and
if the winters were cold enough, ice cut from a pond on the property, was
stored there. On the opposite side of the house was the office where all the
business of the plantation was transacted. Behind this structure was the

school house.

Home Place was furnished with the best English
furniture, silver, crystal and china money could
buy. There was a tea set (no maker's mark) of fine
grade porcelain with delicate coloring and very
fragile. The border was a soft gray with gilt figures
and a white center. There were numerous cut glass
decanters, some used at Midway. Colonel Singleton
. even went so far as to make a distinction between
Sheraton Side Board 16 76 of tumblers and wine glasses for his guests.
with Knife Urns The glasses for lady guests at Home Place being

slightly smaller in size but of the same pattern.

One of the most expensive items of furnishings was a
double dinner set of china that was a service of twenty-
four. A normal set of china being a service of twelve.
The double dinner set was a service of twenty-four. The
set at Home Place was made in a pottery founded by
John Davenport in 1793 at Longport Burslem, in
Staffordshire, England. The china was a robin's egg blue
with Japanese figures of darker blue. The date of the
china is uncertain but it was prior to 1806. After that
date John Davenport became Official Potter to the
Prince of Wales and added a crown to his maker's mark

High Chair




which was not on the Home Place china set.

Some of the furniture was made on site by an English cabinet maker in the
employment of John Singleton of Midway but most of the furniture was
imported from England.

Items of furniture in the dining room were a huge, solid mahogany
breakfront, nine feet tall with a glass front that housed the double dinner
set. The dining room table was also mahogany but the chairs were unique.
They were made of three kinds of maple; curly, tiger and straight. There was
a high chair constructed in the same pattern but with longer legs. In this
dining room Richard Singleton had the pleasure of introducing his family to
the split spoon, or fork, as an eating utensil.

There is an account of the fate of the silver and china of Home Place during
the War. The china and cut glass were buried at Home Place and not one
piece was lost. However, the silver was sent to Albemarle Plantation in
Columbia owned by John Coles Singleton, son of Richard Singleton, for safe
keeping. The Home Place and Albemarle silver was buried in three sites
forming a triangle. Union troops unearthed one of the sites that held the
Home Place silver. Because of the quality of the silver, the Union troops
discerned there must be more. The troops strung the overseer by his thumbs
until he revealed another site which after excavation, the troops were
satisfied they had uncovered all of the silver. Whether by design or by
chance will never be known, but the site revealed by the overseer contained
only the Home Place silver. The Union troops left with all of the Home Place
silver and none of the Albemarle silver.

Revenues from Home Place and the companion plantations had three
principle sources; cotton, peanuts and shipping. Richardson Singleton
inherited his father's shipping interest and expanded his fleet of river
vessels. The mills in England and France could not get enough cotton to
supply their new machines and Richard Singleton had more money than he
could spend.

In appearance Richard Singleton was a large man, over six feet tall, with
strong thick hands, and a pleasing manner. He had a massive heavy chin, a
wide mouth and small eyes with a sleepy look. He was very careful in his
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dress, requiring two hours every morning to dress and get ready for the day.

During this time, his wife sat by and read the Bible, the newspaper and
correspondence to him. His hair was in a crew cut style, unusual for that day.
He was a true “Southern Colonel” having obtained a courtesy title from South

Carolina Governor McDuffie, his son-in-law.

Richard Singleton was surely the right man, in the right place, at the right
time. The wealth he inherited from his grandfather, Matthew Singleton, and
his father, John Singleton was enormous. The land was at peace, no British or
Indians to worry about. Cotton was King. Richard Singleton was one of the
wealthiest in the wealthiest per capita area of South Carolina.

Richard Singleton was destined to take his place among the best social circles
in South Carolina and the nation. If he had lived in Europe, he would have
been royalty with his family connections. He was related to the families of
Pinckney, Brohun, Moore, Rutledge, Cantey, Marion, Manning, Richardson,
Barnwell, Taylor, and Aiken of South Carolina. In addition he was related to

the Travis, Cooke, Lewis, James, Tucker, and Cole families of Virginia.

Richard Singleton was married twice, first to Charlotte Videau (Vi-dou) Ashby
(1784-1809) in 1802 and there was one daughter, Mary |
Rebecca, (1805-1830). In 1812 he married Rebecca Travis | o ¥
Coles (1782-1849) of Albemarle, Va. From this marriage
there were five children, John Coles (1813-1852), Marion
Videau (1815-1867), Sara Angelica (1816-1877), and twins,
Matthew (1817-1854) and Richard (1817-1833). Some ;
genealogical charts show a son named Tucker Coles (1819- | &
1920) but unlike the three documented sons of Richard
Singleton, Tucker Coles was not mentioned in the will of
Richard Singleton. The sons of Richard Singleton each met  Rebecca Travis
untimely deaths. Coles Singleton

Richard Singleton, the first son to die, was a twin of Matthew, who died in
1833. On the way to White Sulphur Springs, the Singleton family stopped
overnight at an inn operated by a Mr. Thayler. Richard, was taken ill and died
of congestive chill at the age of sixteen. A coffin was made by the resident
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carpenter and the next day Richard was buried in the garden until the family

could return the remains to South Carolina. The next winter Richard Singleton
took a wagon for the return of the remains. Upon opening the coffin he found
the body was mummified. Colonel Singleton returned to Home Place and had
the body placed in his parlor and said it should not be buried. The family
asked Wade Hampton Il and W.B. Taylor from Columbia, South Carolina to talk
to Richard Singleton. Finally they were able to convince him that the body
should be removed from the Home Place to the family cemetery.

John Coles was the second son to die. He owned Albemarle Plantation
located south of Columbia across from present day Veterans Hospital. In
August, 1852 he was called home from a trip to Virginia because of damage
done to his crops by a freshet on the Congaree River. From his efforts to save
the crop, he contacted fever and died at the age of thirty-nine.

Matthew was the third son to die. Matthew, the surviving twin, took up the
double name of Matthew Richard in remembrance of his deceased twin and
settled at Headquarters Plantation which he re-named Kenningston. Matthew
Richard died at the age of thirty-seven in 1854 from pneumonia.

Tucker Coles, the fourth son, lived to be 99 and little is known about him
other than he was a member of the congregation of Holy Cross Episcopal
Church.

Richard Singleton was the father of three daughters, Mary Rebecca (1805-
30), Videau Marion(1815-1867), and Sarah Angelica
(1816-78).

Mary Rebecca accepted a proposal from George McDuffie,
later to be Governor of South Carolina, on the way to
White Sulphur Springs in 1828. Mary Rebecca married
George McDuffie June 13, 1829. They settled at Home
Place even though George McDuffie owned a cotton
plantation, Cherry Hill, over looking the Savannah River
in Abbeville District. George McDuffie continued to make
Home Place his residence of choice even after Mary
Rebecca passed away in 1830.

Mary Rebecca
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George McDuffie died at the age of sixty at Home Place and is buried in the

Singleton Family Cemetery.

In 1831 Videau Marion met and later became engaged to
Robert Marion Deveaux, a planter from Pineville, South
Carolina while at White Sulphur Springs. Videau Marion
married Robert Marion Deveaux March 31, 1835. They
settled at Pine Isle Plantation in Pineville, South
Carolina but maintained a summer home, The Ruins, in
Stateburg, South Carolina, a few miles from Home

Place.
Ah, but the third daughter.

Nideau Marion No small family wedding for Sara
Angelica. In 1838 she had one of

the most, if not the most, famous

weddings ever to take place in South Carolina. She

married Abraham van Buren son of the President of the
United States and went on to become the first and only
acting First Lady of the White House South Carolina has

produced.

Sara Angelica

Richard Singleton had a passion for Thoroughbred
horses. His father, John Singleton, a founder of the famous Charleston

Jockey Club and the Stateburg Jockey Club, was an avid breeder of
Thoroughbred horses. Although not as extensive as the stables at Midway
which held one hundred horses, Richard Singleton still had stable of
considerable size. His horses raced at New Orleans, Louisville, Saratoga

and of course Charleston. To insure his was the best, Richard Singleton
imported horses, jockeys, and trainers from England. The most famous of his
horses were Redgauntlet, Ariel, and Nondescript. No breeder in the country
was better recognized as a breeder and owner of fine horses.
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The South Carolina Jockey Club was founded in
1793 as part of a fifteen track circuit in South
Carolina with the purpose of having a grand
finale race week at the end of the season in
February. In 1827 Richard Singleton's horses
accomplished a feat achieve by only one other
person at that time; each his horses won their
race at the grand finale race week. General
Wade Hampton Il in 1800 had accomplished the
same feat. After that, one other person was
able to duplicate the feat: a neighbor and
relative of Richard Singleton, Governor James
Burchell Richardson in 1833. After fifty years as a member, Richard Singleton
was given the rare title of Honorary Member. These feats were accomplished
at the New Market Course which is now under Interstate twenty-six.

Ladles Pav1hon at 5 E
Charleston Race Course

In 1835, part of the Gibbs plantation was acquired by the South Carolina
Jockey Club and the Washington Race Course was created. The Italianate

ladies Pavilion was designed by Charles F. Reichardt, the builder of the first
Charleston Hotel.

Gates at Belmont

Gates at Charleston

The South Carolina Jockey Club is gone, turned into Hampton Park now and

cars drive where horses once raced, but the gates survive and are now part of
the Belmont Race Track in Belmont, New York.






